
 
 

Narrative Input Chart 10-Day Lessons 
 

Day Instructions 
Day 1: Read the story all the way through to 
the students. Attach the pictures to the 
background as you read the story. 
 

Bring the students up close to the chart to maximize the effectiveness of proximity and to 
increase engagement. Tell the story by reading the sections of text affixed to the pictures. As 
you read, show students the pictures and attach each piece to the background as you read. 
Read the story all the way through this first time, without stopping for discussion. This is to 
allow students to hear the whole story. At the end of the story, provide students with a prompt 
to discuss the story. Consider asking them to discuss the key events, their favorite part, or a 
memorable moment. 
 

Day 2: Review the story with word cards. As 
you retell the story in your own words, 
students bring up the word card and add it 
to the corresponding picture on the chart. 

Review the story using the Word Card Review Strategy. Choose key words and vocabulary from 
the story and write them on word cards. Strategically hand out the word cards to students, 
choosing which students will get which words. Have students read the words as you hand them 
out. As you retell the story, utilize the key words and vocabulary. As students hear the word 
they have in their hand, or hear the part of the story that references the word or concept, they 
should bring up the word and tape it to the chart. 
 

Day 3: Review the story with conversation 
bubbles. As you retell the story in your own 
words, students bring up the conversation 
bubble and add it to the corresponding 
picture on the chart. 
 

Review the story with conversation bubbles. The process is similar to the Word Card Review; 
however, in this case you will utilize conversation bubbles, based on the dialogue within the 
story. Alternatively, if there is no dialogue, you can utilize thought bubbles that represent what 
specific characters may have been thinking. 
 

Day 4: Review the story and fill out a whole 
class story map.  
 

Review the story and fill out a whole class story map. Use a story map from your textbook series 
or a graphic organizer of your choice. Create the story map on a piece of chart paper. As a class, 
fill in the story map section by section. Use color coding to fill in each section. For example, have 
students identify the setting, and fill in the information on the chart. Then move to the next 
section, identifying characters for example, and have students discuss the story trait with a 
partner, and fill in the chart. You can fill in the entire chart, or leave a few sections for students 
to complete as team tasks. 



 
 

Day 5: Have a small group of students retell 
the story to you as you write what each 
student says, using the Group Frame 
strategy. 
 

Pull a small group of students that would benefit from additional review and instruction. Have 
students sit near the chart. Begin by reviewing the chart using leveled questions. After orally 
reviewing the story with these questions, have students retell the story to you using the Group 
Frame strategy. Designate, or have students choose, a specific color that you will use to write 
their words. As each student speaks, write what they say, verbatim, in the designated color.   
 

Day 6: Read, respond, revise and edit the 
writing conducted on Day 5. Use student 
input to revise and edit the writing. 
 

Read, respond, revise, and edit the writing conducted on Day 5. Copy the revised story on 
sentence strips, using the same color coding on the original writing. Begin by reading the 
paragraph chorally with the students. This gives them the opportunity to practice reading the 
text together, and constitutes the first of several reads. After they have read the text, ask 
students to respond to portions of the text they liked. They can choose specific words, phrases, 
or topics that were included in the text. Highlight the specific pieces that students responded to 
in order to validate the work. Then, use student input to revise the writing, changing the order 
of the sentences as needed. Use the narrative to support students in putting the story events 
referenced in order. In addition, you can add details here, asking students about missing pieces 
in order to create a more thorough retelling. Finally, edit the writing. Base the edits on the skills 
the students have been taught thus far. For example, focus on capitalization, spelling, and any 
grammar points that students have been learning. 
 

Day 7: Copy the revised story on sentence 
strips, using the same color coding on the 
original writing. Recreate the story using the 
sentence strips sentence by sentence, then 
phrase by phrase, then word by word. 
 

Recreate the story using the sentence strips. Pull the same group of students that created the 
written retelling of the story. Begin by handing out complete sentences to the students, and 
build the text sentence by sentence. Ask students which sentence comes first, and have them 
put the sentence strip down in front of the chart as they may need to reference the original 
text. Once they have completed rebuilding the text, reread the text for accuracy. Then, collect 
the sentence strips and cut up the sentences into meaningful phrases. Have the students build 
the text phrase by phrase, again referencing the original text as needed. Have students reread 
the text for accuracy after building it. Collect the phrases, and cut them up into individual 
words. Repeat the process of building the text, this time word by word, and have the students 
read the text for accuracy. 
 



 
Day 8 & 9: Utilize the story students created 
for lessons on English Language 
Development for multilingual learners 

Day 8 & 9: Utilize the story students created for lessons on English Language Development for 
multilingual learners, and/or reading lessons in phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, or comprehension. Depending on the needs of your students, you might focus on 
developing any number of literacy skills with the text. Because the text was student generated, 
these lessons will be meaningful to them as they read and reread their own words. 
 

Day 10: Read the original text with your 
students. Continue the lesson focus areas 
started on Days 8 & 9, now utilizing the 
more complex, grade level text of the 
narrative. 
 

On day ten, read the original text with your students. Continue the areas of focus from the 
lessons you did on Days 8 & 9. Extend the concepts (ELD lessons, grammatical lessons, or the 
essential components of reading instruction) now utilizing the more complex, grade level text of 
the narrative. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


